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Opening Hymn Blessed Jesus, at thy word             Hymnal 440 
 

 

 



Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Song of Praise 

Gloria          BCP p 356 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
     and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
     we worship you, we give you thanks, 
     we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
     have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
     receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
     Jesus Christ, 
     with the Holy Spirit, 
     in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open 
the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
First Lesson A Reading from the Book of Acts  
 
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at 
us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom 
you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 
But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and 
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by 
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 
faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”  Acts 3:12-19 
 
Reader   The Word of the Lord 
People    Thanks be to God 
 



Psalm 4 
 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols 
and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the LORD. 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 
Epistle A Reading from the First Letter of John 
 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are 
God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure.  Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let 
no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.  1 John 
3:1-7 

 
Reader   The Word of the Lord 
People    Thanks be to God 
 

The Gospel  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  
 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are 
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see 
that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in 
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.  
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.  Luke 24:36b-48 



Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord 
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
The Sermon          Mother Nesmith 
 
Offertory Hymn Good Christians all, rejoice and sing   Hymnal 205, v1, 3-5 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Nicene Creed          
 
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
     the only Son of God,  
     eternally begotten of the Father,  
     God from God, Light from Light,  
     true God from true God,  
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father.  
     Through him all things were made.  
     For us and for our salvation  
          he came down from heaven:  
     by the power of the Holy Spirit  
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
          and was made man.  
      
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
          he suffered death and was buried.  
          On the third day he rose again  
               in accordance with the Scriptures;  
          he ascended into heaven  
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
          and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
     He has spoken through the Prophets.  
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Therefore I ask you, who praise the loving-kindness of 
almighty God, to join in prayer for all of God’s people, and for all people everywhere 
according to their needs. That all may know the benefits of the paschal victory of Christ, we 
pray, saying: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in the saving death and wonderful Resurrection of Christ, we seek the spirit of true 
repentance for sins committed … Open the minds of your ministers, and give them full 
understanding of the good news which they preach. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Look with compassion on a world where the innocent still suffer and authority is often unjust … 
Give wisdom to those who rule over others and lead them into the way of compassion and love. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



Grant that we shall know the presence of Christ in our families and among our friends … May he 
always be the unseen guest at our meals, so that we may welcome others in his name. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Have mercy on all who suffer from the ignorance and malice of power misused … Strengthen all 
who are persecuted for their witness to the truth. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Grant to all who suffer the knowledge of where true healing is to be found … Heal the hurt and 
broken bodies, give peace to the troubled minds, restore hope to the grieved and anxious spirits 
… We pray especially for [insert list] Lead all human sorrow through the pain of the dying Christ 
to the joy of his Resurrection. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We celebrate with and give thanks for our Christ Church family, for [insert special thanks], for 
the birthdays of [insert list], and wedding anniversaries of [insert list]. We give thanks for all 
these blessings and for all who are blessings in our lives, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as He loves us. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for the departed who are lifted up with Christ to eternal life, especially 
remembering [insert list]. May they rejoice in his risen and ascended glory. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Celebrant:  Hear our prayers on behalf of those for whom we pray, and give us peace in this 

time of our Paschal rejoicing, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our risen and eternal 
Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
The Officiant adds any local prayers and a concluding Collect. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer         BCP p 364 
 

Officiant  Let us now pray the prayer our Savior taught us, saying 
 
People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
 



For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
 

Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People And also with you. 

 
The Blessing 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn Christ is alive!       Hymnal 182 

 
Dismissal  

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, walking in the Way of Love. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 



Prayer List for Sunday, April 18, 2021 
 
Let us offer prayers of healing, comfort and strength for: 
Barbara & Frank, Bill D., Bob M. Bob C., Bob N., Bonnie H., Deb, Desmond, Eileen & Kirstin, 
Grace, James, Joanne, Karen, Lydia, Mama Clare, Nora, Phil B., Ronnie, Sandy, Elizabeth, Sr. 
Joy, Nancy, Shannon, Jeff, Charles, Kristin, Rosemary, Helen, Bob S., Bonnie S., Millie, Janine, 
Murray, Donna, Ann, Keith, Frank, Virginia, Cathi, Nan, Fran, Michele, June, Scott, John, 
Peggy, Renne, Gina, Mike, The Caribbean Island of St. Vincent 
 

We pray for all across the United States and the globe suffering from Covid-19. We pray for all 
who are worried about their loved ones and friends who suffer and are hospitalized, and those 
who are in grief following the death of their loved ones from this disease. We pray for those who 
still do not understand the seriousness of this disease.  
 

We pray for all living in congregate settings: nursing homes, assisted living and other senior 
facilities, group homes, prisons, and jails, and in all places where people must live closely 
together. We pray for our children as they go to school, for their teachers, administrators, and 
their parents who struggle to know the right thing to do. 
 

We pray for all those in the field of medicine: doctors, nurses, nurses’ aides, therapists, and all 
who work in hospitals and group settings including building engineers and building custodians. 
We pray for those in medical research, for those working to administer the vaccine, and for all 
those working in public health, especially Nancy and our local Suffolk County Dept. of Health. 
And we pray for all who work in public safety, all emergency personnel and first responders. 
 

We pray for all who are struggling economically during this time, for those who are unemployed 
and under-employed, those who are hungry and food insecure, and those who are homeless or 
fear eviction or foreclosure. We give thanks for and pray for all those involved in feeding 
ministries and with the homeless ministry, especially for those volunteers who give of their 
energy and passion to Nourish Babylon. 
 

We give thanks for all who continue to work behind the scenes to keep our church running over 
these many months we have not been able to gather in the building. 
 

Let us celebrate and pray for those celebrating birthdays: Linda McParland, James 
Peck, Jen Codella, David Cunningham, Monica Dawson, Diane DeBlasio, Mark Lazicky, Eric 
Camier, Penelope Scharf 
 

Let us celebrate and pray for those celebrating their wedding anniversary:  Mark 
& Vera Langstone, Artie & Ellen Conner  
 
Let us pray for those who have died:   
For the over 562,000 who have died of Covid-19 in our country.  
 

And we pray for all who have died as a result of gun violence and racial violence, especially 
Daunte Wright who was killed in the past week in Brooklyn center, MN. We pray for his family 
members and friends who mourn and we pray for a time when we will not fear gun violence. 
 

Prayer for the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.            
           BCP p 815 



All Are Welcome  

Christ Episcopal Church of Babylon represents and celebrates the diversity that is Long Island. 

We welcome everyone and believe that there should be no outcasts in the Episcopal Church. 

Our welcome knows no boundaries of marital status, age, race, ethnicity, cultural or religious 

background, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, economic condition, and physical or 

mental ability. Wherever you are on your journey of faith, there is a place for you at Christ 

Episcopal Church. 

 

This is God’s House… 

and we are blessed by the gift of your presence with us. In the Episcopal Church all baptized 

Christians are welcome to receive Communion. If you would like to receive a blessing instead, 

please let the priest know by crossing your arms in front of your chest when you come 

forward. Gluten-free bread is available; please ask at the communion rail. 

 

Handicapped Accessibility 

Our building is equipped with a lift located in the Sanctuary Annex, and a handicapped 

bathroom located on the lower level. For full access of the building and to join us for Coffee 

Hour downstairs, please ask a Greeter for assistance. 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I            10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Healing Service, 1st and 3rd Sundays following the Eucharist 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. (Sept. – June) 

 

Church Officers and Vestry 
John Foley, Warden (2021) Diane Gaidon, Warden (2022) 

Anne Napolitano, Treasurer Vikki Boning, Clerk 

Desmond Reid (2023) Jackie Barnes (2022) Vikki Boning (2021) 

Lynn Simmons (2023) Karen Drummond (2022) Kathy Hannan (2021)   
Vera Langstone (2021) 

  

 

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Rev. E. Clare Nesmith, Rector 
Nancy Hemendinger, Organist/Choir Director 

 

Parish Office Hours: 
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

and by appointment 
 

Christ Episcopal Church 
12 Prospect Street, Babylon, NY 11702 

631-661-5757    christepiscopalbabylon@gmail.com 
www.christchurchbabylon.org 

Find us on Facebook: Christ Church, Babylon, NY 
 


