
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 14, Year A 

 
August 9, 2020 

 
10:00 a.m. Ante-Communion, Rite II 

Book of Common Prayer, page 355 
 
Prelude  O God, our help in ages past     Hymnal 680 
                   

1 O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 

2 Under the shadow of thy throne, 
thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defense is sure. 

3 Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 

4 A thousand ages in thy sight 
are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
bears all our years away; 
they fly, forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guide while life shall last, 
and our eternal home. 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Confession  

Celebrant: Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is  
        the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all  
        your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as  
        yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 

 



 
Confession of Sin         BCP p 352 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Celebrant and People: 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. 

 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 
Song of Praise 

Benedictus es, Domine       BCP p 90 
 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
     you are worthy of praise; Glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
     we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
     on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
     we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
     in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
     we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 
who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

Old Testament: A Reading from the First Book of Kings  
 
At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of 
the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been 
very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 



thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking my life, to take it away.”  He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, 
for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and 
after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake 
a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I 
have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to 
the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also 
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, 
Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.” 1 Kings 19:9-18 
 
Psalm 85:8-13 

 
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 
Epistle: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans  
 
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what 
does it say?  “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the 
heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture 
says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  But how are they to call on 
one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are 
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!”  Romans 10:5-15 



The Gospel:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered 
by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the 
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking 
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  Peter 
answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 
But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried 
out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  Matthew 
14:13-21 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
The Sermon         Mother Nesmith 
 
Nicene Creed         BCP 358 
 
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
     the only Son of God,  
     eternally begotten of the Father,  
     God from God, Light from Light,  
     true God from true God,  
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father.  
     Through him all things were made.  
     For us and for our salvation  
          he came down from heaven:  
     by the power of the Holy Spirit  
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
          and was made man.  
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
          he suffered death and was buried.  
          On the third day he rose again  
               in accordance with the Scriptures;  
          he ascended into heaven  
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
          and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
     He has spoken through the Prophets.  
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers 

 
The Prayers of the People, Form IV      BCP p 388 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds local prayers and a concluding Collect. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer         BCP p 364 
 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
 
 
 
 
 



People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
 
The Blessing 
 
Dismissal  

 
Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Announcements 
 
Postlude on Eternal Father, strong to save     Hymnal 608 
 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2 O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
and hushed their raging at thy word, 
who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
3 Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
upon the chaos dark and rude, 
and bid its angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4 O Trinity of love and power, 
thy children shield in danger's hour; 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 
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