
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 21, Year A 

 
September 27, 2020 

 
10:00 a.m. Ante-Communion, Rite II 

Book of Common Prayer, page 355 
 
Prelude  Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness     Hymnal 492 
 
1 Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness, 
wake your noblest, sweetest strain, 
with the praises of your Savior 
let his house resound again; 
him let all your music honor, 
and your songs exalt his reign. 
 

2 Sing how he come forth from heaven, 
bowed himself to Bethlehem's cave, 
stooped to wear the servant's vesture, 
bore the pain, the cross, the grave, 
passed within the gates of darkness, 
thence his banished ones to save. 
 

3 So, he tasted death for mortals, 
he, of human-kind the head, 
sinless one, among the sinful, 
Prince of life, among the dead; 
thus he wrought the full redemption, 
and the captor captive led. 
 

4 Now on high, yet ever with us, 
from his Father's throne the Son 
rules and guides the world he ransomed, 
till the appointed work be done, 
till he see, renewed and perfect, 
all things gathered into one. 
 
Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Confession  

 
Celebrant: Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is  
        the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all  
        your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as  
        yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 

 
Confession of Sin         BCP p 352 

 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
 



Celebrant and People: 
  
Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. 

 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 
Song of Praise 

Benedictus es, Domine       BCP p 90 
 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
     you are worthy of praise; Glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
     we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
     on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
     we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
     in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
     we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness 
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

Old Testament: A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel   
 

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As 
I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives 
are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who 
sins that shall die.  Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 



my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered 
and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 
shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are 
my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?  Therefore I will judge you, O house of 
Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 
you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. 
Turn, then, and live.  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 
Psalm 25:1-8 
 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

 
Epistle: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians  
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross.  Therefore God 
also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Therefore, my beloved, just as you 
have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure.  Philippians 2:1-13 



 
The Gospel:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  “What do you 
think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the 
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him.  Matthew 21:23-32 
 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
The Sermon         Mother Nesmith 
 
Nicene Creed         BCP 358 
 
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
     the only Son of God,  
     eternally begotten of the Father,  
     God from God, Light from Light,  
     true God from true God,  
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father.  
     Through him all things were made.  
     For us and for our salvation  
          he came down from heaven:  
     by the power of the Holy Spirit  
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
          and was made man.  
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
          he suffered death and was buried.  
          On the third day he rose again  
               in accordance with the Scriptures;  
          he ascended into heaven  
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
          and his kingdom will have no end.  



 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
     He has spoken through the Prophets.  
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers 
 
The Prayers of the People, Form IV      BCP p 388 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds local prayers and a concluding Collect. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer         BCP p 364 
 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
 
 
 
 
 



People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
 
The Blessing 
 
Dismissal  

 
Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Announcements 
 
Postlude on  Lord dismiss us with thy blessing     Hymnal 344 
 
1 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, thy love possessing, 
triumph in redeeming grace: 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 
traveling through this wilderness. 
 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
for thy Gospel's joyful sound: 
may the fruits of thy salvation 
in our hearts and lives abound: 
ever faithful, ever faithful 
to thy truth may we be found; 
 

3 so that when thy love shall call us, 
Savior, from the world away, 
fear of death shall not appall us, 
glad thy summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
reign with thee in endless day. 


