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Prelude on  Songs of thankfulness and praise     Hymnal 135 
 

1. Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 
manifested by the star 
to the sages from afar; 
branch of royal David's stem 
in thy birth at Bethlehem; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest. 

2. Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
and at Cana, wedding-guest, 
in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in power divine, 
changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest. 

3. Manifest in making whole 
palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
manifest in valiant fight, 
quelling all the devil's might; 
manifest in gracious will, 
ever bringing good from ill; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest. 

4.  Manifest on mountain height, 
Shining in resplendent light, 
Where disciples filed with awe 
Thy transfigured glory saw, 
When from there thou leddest them  
Steadfast in Jerusalem 
Cross and Easter Day attest 
God in man made manifest. 
 
Opening Acclamation 

Officiant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 



Song of Praise 
Gloria          BCP p 356 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 
     and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
     we worship you, we give you thanks, 
     we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
     have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
     receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
     Jesus Christ, 
     with the Holy Spirit, 
     in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may 
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
Old Testament: A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  Genesis 1:1-5 

 

Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 



5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the LORD * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 
Epistle: A Reading from the Book of Acts 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then 
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, 
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 
in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.  Acts 19:1-7 
 

 
The Gospel:  A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark 

 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  Mark 1:4-11 
 
The Sermon          Mother Nesmith 
 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows         
 

Celebrant 
Through the Paschal Mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 
and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, on this day when we remember 
and celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, 
by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his 
holy Catholic Church. 
 

Celebrant  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People I do 



 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father?  
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
    and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers?  
People  I will, with God’s help.  
 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord?  
People  I will, with God’s help.  
 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? People  
I will, with God’s help.  
 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being?  
People  I will, with God’s help.  
 

Celebrant 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

In the waters of baptism, we were called to be God’s children and to minister to one another.  
Let us therefore pray for others, for one another, and for all those in need of our prayers, 
saying:  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the church, that it may stand fast in the one faith to which it has been called.  
(Silence).  Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 



Let us pray for the world, that our conflicts may cease and that peace may reign in this new year.  
(Silence) Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for all Christians who have been baptized into the one family of faith, that our lives 
reflect the forgiveness and love which was first shown us. (Silence.)  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for all who are blind to the injustice of our world, that their eyes may be opened and 
that they may work for an end to oppression and injustice.  (Silence.)  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the sick (especially N), that their sickness may be turned to health and that they 
may once again join us in our work and worship.  (Silence.)  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
[Here other intercessions may be offered.] 
 
Let us pray for the faithful who have gone before us, that we may follow the example of their 
lives and be reunited with them in the joy of everlasting life.  (Silence.)  Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Omniscient God, you know our thoughts and needs better than we ourselves.  Accept the 
prayers which we now offer, and strengthen us to do your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The Officiant adds any local prayers and a concluding Collect. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer         BCP p 364 
 

Officiant  Let us now pray the prayer our Savior taught us, saying 
 
People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
 

Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People And also with you. 

 
 
 
 



The Blessing 
 

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light 
from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen. 
 
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism in the Jordan 
River, pour out his Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen. 
 
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform your 
lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
Postlude on  Christ, when for us you were baptized    Hymnal 121 
 
Christ, when for us you were baptized 
God’s Spirit on you came, 
As peaceful as a dove, and yet 
As urgent as a flame. 
 
God called you his belovèd Son, 
Called you his Servant too; 
His kingdom you were called to preach, 
His holy will to do. 
 
Straightway and steadfast until death 
You then obeyed his call, 
Freely as Son of Man to serve, 
And give your life for all. 
 
Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, 
Your cross on us be signed, 
That likewise in God’s service we 
May perfect freedom find. 
 

Dismissal  

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, walking in the Way of Love. 
 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

All Are Welcome  

Christ Episcopal Church of Babylon represents and celebrates the diversity that is Long Island. 

We welcome everyone and believe that there should be no outcasts in the Episcopal Church. 

Our welcome knows no boundaries of marital status, age, race, ethnicity, cultural or religious 

background, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, economic condition, and physical or 

mental ability. Wherever you are on your journey of faith, there is a place for you at Christ 

Episcopal Church. 

 

This is God’s House… 

and we are blessed by the gift of your presence with us. In the Episcopal Church all baptized 

Christians are welcome to receive Communion. If you would like to receive a blessing instead, 

please let the priest know by crossing your arms in front of your chest when you come 

forward. Gluten-free bread is available; please ask at the communion rail. 

 

Handicapped Accessibility 

Our building is equipped with a lift located in the Sanctuary Annex, and a handicapped 

bathroom located on the lower level. For full access of the building and to join us for Coffee 

Hour downstairs, please ask a Greeter for assistance. 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I            10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Healing Service, 1st and 3rd Sundays following the Eucharist 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. (Sept. – June) 

 

Church Officers and Vestry 
John Foley, Warden (2021) Diane Gaidon, Warden (2022) 

Anne Napolitano, Treasurer Vikki Boning, Clerk 

Desmond Reid (2023) Jackie Barnes (2022) Vikki Boning (2021) 

Lynn Simmons (2023) Karen Drummond (2022) Kathy Hannan (2021)   
Vera Langstone (2021) 

  

 

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Rev. E. Clare Nesmith, Rector 
Nancy Hemendinger, Organist/Choir Director 

 

Parish Office Hours: 
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

and by appointment 
 

Christ Episcopal Church 
12 Prospect Street, Babylon, NY 11702 

631-661-5757    christepiscopalbabylon@gmail.com 
www.christchurchbabylon.org 

Find us on Facebook: Christ Church, Babylon, NY 
 


