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The First Sunday of Advent 
Year B 

 

November 29, 2020 
 

10:00 a.m. Ante-Communion, Rite II 
Book of Common Prayer, page 355 

 

Prelude    
 
Advent Wreath Lighting 
 
The Great Litany – see separate attachment 
 
Kyrie 
 
Priest:  Lord have mercy. 
People:  Christ have mercy. 
Priest:  Lord have mercy. 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Priest: Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Old Testament: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 
your presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil--to make your 
name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  When you 
did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence.  From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who works for those who wait for him.  You meet those who gladly do right, those 
who remember you in your ways.  But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself 
we transgressed.  We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 
like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  There is 
no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face 
from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  Do not be exceedingly 
angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever.  Now consider, we are all your people.  
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 



4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
Epistle: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Corinthians  
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my 
God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for 
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just 
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

The Gospel:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken.  Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  “But about that day or hour no 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or 
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.”  Mark 11:24-37 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
The Sermon         Mother Nesmith 
 



Nicene Creed          
 

We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
     the only Son of God,  
     eternally begotten of the Father,  
     God from God, Light from Light,  
     true God from true God,  
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father.  
     Through him all things were made.  
     For us and for our salvation  
          he came down from heaven:  
     by the power of the Holy Spirit  
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
          and was made man.  
      
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
          he suffered death and was buried.  
          On the third day he rose again  
               in accordance with the Scriptures;  
          he ascended into heaven  
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
          and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
     He has spoken through the Prophets.  
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer         BCP p 364 
 
The Lord be with you 
Let us pray 
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  



For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Peace 

Priest  The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People And also with you. 

 
 
The Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 
Postlude on  Sleepers, wake!       Hymnal 61 
 
1 “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us; 
the shout of rampart guards surrounds us: 
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, 
their urgent summons clearly spoken: 
“The time has come, O maidens wise! 
Rise up, and give us light; 
the Bridegroom is in sight. 
Alleluia! 
Your lamps prepare and hasten there, 
that you the wedding feast may share.” 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing; 
her heart with joyful hope is springing; 
she wakes and hurries through the night. 
Forth he comes, her Bridegroom glorious 
in strength of grace, in truth victorious: 
her star is risen, her light grows bright. 
Now come, most worthy Lord, 
God’s Son, incarnate Word, 
Alleluia! 
We follow all and heed your call 
to come into the banquet hall. 

3 Lamb of God, the heavens adore you; 
let saints and angels sing before you, 
as harps and cymbals swell the sound. 
Twelve great pearls, the city’s portals: 
through them we stream to join the immortals 
as we with joy your throne surround. 
No eye has known the sight, 
no ear heard such delight: 
Alleluia! 
Therefore we sing to greet our King; 
for ever let our praises ring. 

Dismissal  
Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, walking in the Way of Love. 
 

People: Thanks be to God! 



All Are Welcome  

Christ Episcopal Church of Babylon represents and celebrates the diversity that is Long Island. 
We welcome everyone and believe that there should be no outcasts in the Episcopal Church. 
Our welcome knows no boundaries of marital status, age, race, ethnicity, cultural or religious 
background, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, economic condition, and physical or 
mental ability. Wherever you are on your journey of faith, there is a place for you at Christ 
Episcopal Church. 
 

This is God’s House… 

and we are blessed by the gift of your presence with us. In the Episcopal Church all baptized 
Christians are welcome to receive Communion. If you would like to receive a blessing instead, 
please let the priest know by crossing your arms in front of your chest when you come 
forward. Gluten-free bread is available; please ask at the communion rail. 

 

Handicapped Accessibility 

Our building is equipped with a lift located in the Sanctuary Annex, and a handicapped 
bathroom located on the lower level. For full access of the building and to join us for Coffee 
Hour downstairs, please ask a Greeter for assistance. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I            10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Healing Service, 1st and 3rd Sundays following the Eucharist 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. (Sept. – June) 

 
Church Officers and Vestry 

John Foley, Warden (2021) Diane Gaidon, Warden (2022) 
Anne Napolitano, Treasurer Vikki Boning, Clerk 

Desmond Reid (2023) Jackie Barnes (2022) Vikki Boning (2021) 
Lynn Simmons (2023) Karen Drummond (2022) Kathy Hannan (2021)   

Vera Langstone (2021) 
  

 

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Rev. E. Clare Nesmith, Rector 
Nancy Hemendinger, Organist/Choir Director 

 

Parish Office Hours: 
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

and by appointment 
 

Christ Episcopal Church 
12 Prospect Street, Babylon, NY 11702 

631-661-5757    christepiscopalbabylon@gmail.com 
www.christchurchbabylon.org 

Find us on Facebook: Christ Church, Babylon, NY 
 


