
 

  



The Third Sunday of Advent 
Year A 

 

December 11, 2022 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

 

Book of Common Prayer, page 319 
 

[We ask that during the service you mute all electronic devices] 
 

Prelude 
Advent Wreath Lighting 
Opening Hymn  Come, thou long-expected Jesus Hymnal 66, v 1-2 
 

The Penitential Order 
The Penitential Order  BCP p 319  
Song of Praise Kyrie eleison BCP p 324 
The Collect of the Day see next pages 
 

The Word of God 
First Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:4-9 see next pages 
Second Lesson: James 5:7-10 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
The Sermon Mother Nesmith 
Nicene Creed BCP p 326 
Prayers of the People  

Response Lord, hear our prayer 
The Peace 
 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Hymn see insert 

Magnificat 
Offertory Response 

All things come of thee, O Lord; and of thine own have we given to you 
  
Eucharistic Prayer 2 BCP p 340 
The Lord's Prayer BCP p 336 
The Breaking of the Bread BCP p 337 
Post Communion Prayer BCP p 339 
Seasonal Blessing  
 
Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 
Recessional Hymn Come, thou long-expected Jesus   Hymnal 66 v 3-4 
Dismissal BCP p 340 
Postlude 



10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) Pg. 351 

 

[We ask that during the service you mute all electronic devices] 
 

Prelude 
Opening Hymn  Blessed be the God of Israel/Canticle 16 see insert 

 
The Penitential Order 

The Penitential Order BCP p 351 
Song of Praise Lord, have mercy (Merbecke) Hymnal S90 
Confession & Absolution BCP p 352 
The Collect of the Day see next pages 
 

The Word of God 
First Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:4-9 see next pages 
Second Lesson: James 5:7-10 
Sequence Anthem  Song of Mary By Richard Shephard 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
  
The Sermon Mother Nesmith 
Nicene Creed BCP p 358 
Prayers of the People Response Lord, hear our prayer 
The Peace 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Hymn   Watchman, tell us of the night Hymnal 640 
Offertory Response 

All things come of you, O Lord; and of your own have we given to you 
  
Eucharistic Prayer B BCP p 367 
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts (Merbecke) Hymnal S113 
The Lord's Prayer BCP p 364 
The Breaking of the Bread  
Fraction Anthem  O, Lamb of God (Merbecke) Hymnal S 157 
Communion Hymn  

Word of God, come down on earth Hymnal 633, tune 631 
  

Post Communion Prayer BCP p 365 
Seasonal Blessing  
Announcements, Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 
  
Recessional Hymn  Come, thou long-expected Jesus Hymnal 66 
Dismissal 
Postlude 



 
The Lessons appointed for the Third Sunday of Advent 

Year A, RCL 
  
 

The Collect 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because 
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

Old Testament: Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who 
are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not 
even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,  
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
 
 

Psalm 146:4-9 
4 Happy are they who have the God 
of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the LORD their 
God; 
5 Who made heaven and earth, the 
seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 
6 Who gives justice to those who are 
oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger. 
 

7 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
the LORD opens the eyes of the 
blind; * 
the LORD lifts up those who are 
bowed down;8 The LORD loves the 
righteous; 
the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
9 The LORD shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all 
generations. 
Hallelujah! 

 



 
 
The Epistle: James 5:7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so 
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
 
 
 
The Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed 
is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak 
to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? 
A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed 
in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 
is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those born 
of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

 

 

 

 



 
Prayer List for Sunday, December 11, 2022 

 

Let us offer prayers of healing, comfort and strength 
Bill D., Bob C., Bob N., Bonnie H., Deb, Karen, Lydia, Mama Clare, Nora, 
Phil B., Ronnie, Sandy M., Wayne, Sr. Joy, Lorraine, Lou-Ann, Penny, 
Jonathan, Michelle, Brianna and family, Ralph, Robin, Audrey, Lillian, 
Virginia, Carol, Nathaniel, Melissa, Ray & Betsy, John, Ella, Dottie Z, Chris, 
John, Joseph, Joanne, Alison, Ashtyn & Billy, Cindy, Edwin, Andrea, Lisa, 
Mthr. Sonia Waters 
 

We continue our prayers for all across the United States and the globe 
suffering from Covid-19, and those who are suffering from long Covid.  
 

We pray for all who are struggling economically during this time, for those 
who are unemployed and under-employed, those searching for 
employment, those who are hungry and food insecure, and those who are 
homeless or fear eviction or foreclosure.  
 

Let us offer prayers of thanksgiving 
We give thanks for and pray for all those involved in feeding ministries and 
homeless ministries, especially for those volunteers who give of their energy 
and passion to Nourish Babylon. We give thanks for all those who have 
generously shared of their abundance in filling Christmas Shoeboxes for 
children in need in West Islip.  
 

Let us celebrate and pray for those celebrating birthdays 
Yousuf (Joey) Taormina 

 

Let us celebrate and pray for those celebrating anniversaries 
 
 

Let us pray for those who have died 
We pray for the over 1,070,000 (one million, seventy thousand) who 
have died of Covid-19 in our country, those who have been killed in mass 
shootings in the recent weeks, for all who have died as a result of gun 
violence and racial violence, and all who have died in the war in Ukraine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

Christmas Shoebox Outreach – Thank you! 
Thank you to all who wrapped and filled shoeboxes with gifts to 
share with children in West Islip who need some extra Christmas 
cheer! Thank you to Lynn Simmons and Vera Langstone who 
coordinated this outreach ministry. 

 

      Annual Financial Stewardship 
        Our theme, “More Than Enough” references the 

miracle of the feeding of the 5000 with five loaves of 
bread and two fish. So it is for us, like potlucks, there 

is always an abundance of one kind or the other! Thank you so for your 
generous gifts and your faith in God’s abundance! 

 
Advent and Adult Christian Formation 
Remember The Way of Love? TURN, LEARN, PRAY, 
WORSHIP, BLESS, GO, and REST. Advent is a time to 
TURN, so start or resume a habit of LEARN. On Thursday 
evenings at 7pm we are reading and discussing a new book 
by Canon Adam Bucko, Let Your Heartbreak Be Your 
Guide.  

   
Blue Christmas Service – Tuesday, December 20 
This service is for all, especially those hurting from loss 
and loneliness during the holidays. The reasons for 
coming are many. Please join us for this service of 
comfort and solace. Tuesday, December 20, 7:00pm. See 

separate flyer for more details. And, please share with others you know who 
might find this service helpful during this season. 
 

Christmas Party – Saturday, December 17 
At 3:30pm on Saturday, Dec. 17, we will hold our annual 
Christmas gathering complete with decking the church 
with boughs of greenery and decorating the Christmas tree, 
festive food and drink, a visit from Sinta Klaus (St. 

Nicholas/Santa Claus), and caroling on the front lawn. Please bring a finger 
food treat to share. Parents need to talk to Kathy Hannan. 
 
Digital Giving Options 

Scan this QR code to 
access our online 
giving site: 

Scan this QR code to 
learn more about 
stewardship and fill 
out an online pledge 
card: 
 

 



All Are Welcome  
Christ Episcopal Church of Babylon represents and celebrates the diversity that 
is Long Island. We welcome everyone and believe that there should be no outcasts 
in the Episcopal Church. Our welcome knows no boundaries of marital status, 
age, race, ethnicity, cultural or religious background, gender, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, economic condition, and physical or mental ability. Wherever 
you are on your journey of faith, there is a place for you at Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

 

This is God’s House… 
and we are blessed by the gift of your presence with us. In the Episcopal Church 
all baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. If you would like to 
receive a blessing instead, please let the priest know by crossing your arms in 
front of your chest when you come forward. Gluten-free bread is available; please 
ask at the communion rail. 

 

Handicapped Accessibility 
Our building is equipped with a lift located in the Sanctuary Annex, and a 
handicapped bathroom located on the lower level. For full access of the building 
both upstairs and downstairs, please ask a Greeter for assistance. 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I            10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Healing Service, 3rd Sundays following the Eucharist 
The 10:00 a.m. service is also livestreamed 

In-person Sunday School is suspended for the present time. 
 

Church Officers and Vestry 
        Diane Gaidon, Warden (2024) 

Michelle Taormina, Treasurer               Annette Lepsis, Clerk 

Jackie Barnes (2025) Vikki Boning (2024) Marianne O’Connor (2023) 

Annette Lepsis (2025) Kathy Hannan (2024) Lynn Simmons (2023) 
 Vera Langstone (2024) Blosome Whyte (2023) 

 

 

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Very Rev. E. Clare Nesmith, Rector 
Dr. Christopher Hopkins, Minister of Music 

Ms. Marie Rivera, Parish Administrator  

Parish Office Hours: 
Wednesday & Thursday, 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

and by appointment 

Christ Episcopal Church 
12 Prospect Street, Babylon, NY 11702 

631-661-5757    christepiscopalbabylon@gmail.com 
www.christchurchbabylon.org 

Find us on Facebook: Christ Church, Babylon, NY 
 


