
Dear People of Christ Church, 

There’s so much that is happening in the world, in our country, and in our community, 
that it seems that many of us are struggling with feelings of anxiousness. And at the 
same time as this overload of anxiety-producing news, we are (most of us) having to stay 
in our homes, which then brings on feelings of being isolated and of depression. Many of 
us are active, social people and this forced separation is against our communal nature. 

On Thursday evening we held our regular bible study through Zoom and it seemed to 
work very well. Everyone said that it was so good to be in touch with one another! You 
know they say that necessity is the mother of invention. This crisis may have pushed us 
into a new way of being able to gather everyone for study and mutual support. Since 
people can join through a phone connection as well as over the internet, this may 
become a way that others can attend from now on who haven't been able to join us 
around the table. 

• We will continue to meet for Bible Study on Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30 
via Zoom (by internet or phone) for the present time. Let us know if you want to 
join us! 

Our 12-Step groups are finding ways to meet by doing one-to-one phone calls, small 
group conference calls and Zoom meetings, and that is the way for us to support and 
care for one another, too. I have been happy to hear that some of you have been 
checking in with each other over this time and I've checked in with some of you as well. 

• This crisis has highlighted the need we have for a directory. If you do not wish to 
have your info listed in a directory for the parish, please let me know. 

Nourish Babylon continues to serve our neighbors in need on Monday evenings, albeit 
in a changed fashion. We have converted our meal service to to-go boxes, and are 
operating with a skeleton volunteer crew for now. As the economy becomes more 
precarious for those who are already living on the edge, this ministry will no doubt be 
seeing more and more folks who need a good meal and a friendly face (even if it's behind 
a mask). 

• Please let us know if you need help or if you would like to help. As of now, we are 
delivering meals to a couple of folks who are not able to get out. 

One of the most touching things I have experienced in the midst of this coronavirus 
crisis was on the first Monday evening we were serving take-away hot meals. One of the 
guests handed me a $2 bill, and said that he knew we were going to be in need because 
the church was closed. I admit that when I went inside and put it away, I had a tear in 
my eye. This was the very thing that Jesus had seen at the temple with the widow and 
her mite. This man, who has so little, wanted to share it with us. 



Please continue giving to your church. We are working to decrease expenses where we 
can right now, and yet, most of our expenses are fixed and will not change whether we 
are gathering for worship or not. The bishop has asked parishes to continue to pay our 
staff, even though they are not able to come in and work, so we will honor that 
commitment to our part-time employees. We have volunteers coming in periodically for 
the mail and to get necessary bills paid. 

• You can mail in your gifts, your pledges and Sunday offerings. OR now might be 
the time to set up an automatic payment directly from your bank account or 
credit card using Tithe.ly. We have a few parishioners already giving 
electronically, and they appreciate the ease of setting it up. 

• You can give a one-time gift or set up automated giving through this secure web-
based giving platform. It can be accessed directly from our church website at: 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/168715 

I close with a prayer I have been using a great deal over the past three weeks, a Prayer for Stress 
and Anxiety: 

Dear Lord, you know the difficult things we are dealing with. You know how our minds 
won’t let us stop thinking about everything. We feel stressed and unsettled. We’re 
worried about what is going to happen. Please take our burdens and the “what ifs” from 
us. Help us to focus our thoughts on you and not worry about what could happen. 
Please help us to take one day at a time. Please lead and guide us and take control of 
this situation. Please give us your wisdom and fill us with your peace. In the Name of 
Jesus we ask these things. Amen. 

 

In Christ's Love, 

 

Mother Clare Nesmith 
Rector 
 


